Bleomycin-induced hyperpigmentation and hypersensitivity reactions to etoposide and vinblastine in a child with endodermal sinus tumor.
We report a pediatric case who developed bleomycin-induced hyperpigmentation and hypersensitivity reactions to both etoposide and vinblastine while receiving chemotherapy for germ cell tumor. Skin hyperpigmentation related to chemotherapeutic agents has been reported only rarely in pediatric patients. This patient developed a characteristic skin hyperpigmentation which was "flagellate" in appearance. Two features of the hyperpigmentation were noteworthy: development at a low cumulative dose of bleomycin and persistence after cessation of chemotherapy. Additive effect of cisplatinum-induced hyperpigmentation was suggested. Although hypersensitivity reactions to etoposide have been previously reported, hypersensitivity reactions to vinblastine are almost unknown. To our knowledge, this is the first report of hypersensitivity reaction to vinblastine in a child in English literature.